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What if it happens to be my land of birth? A man does not
show that he is a good son by drowning himself in his father's
well. As I quote this extract from the letter, I feel ashamed of the
land of my birth. That Kathiawar, the home of a lover of God
like Narasinh Mehta1, which was witness to the excellence of
Sudama's character, where Swaminarayan2 preached his mission
and Arjuna's chariot-driver3 cast a spell over men and women,
if the wise people of that very same Kathiawar regard adharma as
dharma, cherish prejudices about touching and not touching as if
they were sacred and hold human beings in contempt, can anything
but degradation be the result?

If, however, I give up hopes about Kathiawar, I would have
to give up faith in my own self. I have not forgotten the fact
that young men from Kathiawar had undertaken to clean the
latrines in Khadi Nagar.4

A number of young men there are engaged in serving Antyajas.
The value of such service should be judged not by adding, but
by multiplying, the numbers of the instances. If this is done
Kathiawar will be absolved of the charge which is often levelled
against it. The solution of this problem depends on the patience
and civility of its young men and their spirit of religious earnest-
ness. If they disregard propriety and criticize their elders disrespect-
fully, they will not succeed in propagating their views about end-
ing untouchability. When young men scrupulously follow dharma
in all other respects while regarding untouchability as contrary to
dharma, they will not fail to have an impact on society.

MOTILAL TEJAVAT AND THE "BniLs"5

In order to look into this matter, Shri Manilal Kothari went
at my request to Shirohi and other places. It seems from the reports
received from him that Shri Motilal Tejavat has been working
mainly to persuade the Bhils to give up drinking and flesh-eating.
It is beyond doubt that his activities have brought about an awaken-
ing among the Bhils. There would have been no ground for
criticism if he had stayed at one place so that the Bhils could
meet him, instead of roaming around accompanied by groups of

1 Who freely mixed with so-called untouchables in devotional gatherings
2 Swami  Sahajanaida  (1781-1330),  founder   of a  Vaishnava sect  called
Swaininarqyana
3 Shri Krishna
4 At the time of the Congress session in Ahmedabad in December 1921
5 A tribe in Gujarat and Central India